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international law must primarily deal — and problems of ethics, moral- 
ity and policy. Nor does he face the practically crucial cases of inextri- 
cably intermingled nationalities such as those of Austria-Hungary and 
of our own South. 

The constant quotation of Lorimer is hardly calculated to lend 
additional authority to the author's own contentions. Whether one can 
agree or not with Mr. Brown's constructive ideas, it is impossible not to 
sympathize heartily with his rebellious attitude toward the artificiality 
of our current treatment of international law. 

Robert T. Crane. 

University of Michigan. 

Hugo Grotius. By Hamilton Vreeland, Jr. (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 1917. Pp. xiii, 258.) 

Dr. Vreeland has written an appreciative and sympathetic life of 
Grotius. The author properly says of Grotius "that it is almost im- 
possible to discuss fully or minutely his many phases," hence he confines 
himself more particularly to the consideration of the life of Grotius as 
a publicist. The volume relies particularly upon the material found 
in and referred to by Brandt, van Cattenburgh, and de Burigny. 
Certain authors of merit of the eighteenth century are not mentioned, 
though they may have been consulted. 

This life of Grotius furnishes an excellent introduction to the father 
of international law whose work is of the greatest importance in this 
time of war, because Grotius himself was writing at a time when war 
was widespread and because his great work on the law of war and peace 
received particular consideration in the negotiations which brought 
the Thirty Years' War to a close. Portraits make the descriptions more 
vivid, and an index adds to the value of the book. 

Without professing to exhaust or to write a monumental volume 
Dr. Vreeland has in a very pleasing manner done a timely piece of work 
by again showing what Grotius contributed to the world and by em- 
phasizing the present value of many of his contributions. 

G. G. Wilson. 

Harvard University. 

The Separation of the Churches and the State in France. By 
W. H. H. Stowell. (Amherst, Mass., 1917.) 

In this slender volume of some one hundred pages the author attempts 
to give in brief compass and popular form a justification of the separation. 
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Three of his six chapters are devoted to an historical sketch of the origin 
and growth of the temporal power of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The ambition and energy which led to the acquisition by the church 
of authority over nonspiritual affairs are stressed, but not the break- 
down of the civil power which gave to the church its opportunity and 
which made this growth of temporal power practically inevitable. 

Turning to the present situation Mr. Stowell argues that the whole 
matter is simply a clear-cut question of sovereignty. "The clerical 
idea of citizenship is incompatible with liberty or democracy. Democ- 
racy must be free to live its own life and make its own laws. Cleri- 
calism demands ecclesiastical authority over political matters." In 
checking clericalism, however, the government is not unjust; it guar- 
antees free religious worship instead of destroying it, protects religious 
property but does not confiscate it, and gives to all religions equal 
opportunity. 

The final chapter which embodies the provisions of the law of 1905 
should be presented in an appendix and the reader informed whether 
he has before him the actual text of the law or merely a summary of it. 

Eloise Ellery. 

Vassar College. 

The Canadian Railway Problem. By E. B. Biggar. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 1917. Pp. 258.) 

This book, published so soon after the report of the Royal Com- 
mission appointed "to inquire into railway and transportation in 
Canada," and at a time when there is so much public interest in the 
railway situation in the United States, is quite timely. As the pub- 
lishers have stated in their announcement, "the author supplies many 
facts and incidents . . . which are not to be found in the report 
recently issued by the Railway Commission, and he makes out a very 
strong case for National Ownership of Railways." 

His case would be stronger, however, if he were not so ardent an 
advocate. While he asks that in judging the administration of the post 
office department we should make "allowance for those imperfections 
which characterize human effort in all spheres of Work," he shows no 
disposition to make such an allowance for the owners and managers of 
private-owned railroads. They are held responsible for nearly every- 
thing that has gone wrong in Canada since the fifties. 

Mr. Biggar's thesis is that the railway rate is a form of taxation. 



